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Jocelyn Paul Betts grew up in Leeds and currently lives in Cambridge where 
he researches the history of ideas in the nineteenth century. He is writing a book about 
how a series of Victorians filled with foreboding about the combination of democracy and 
wage labour failed to imagine a convincing alternative. This is his first published story. | 
Amy bowles is a PhD student at Girton College and the English Faculty at the 
University of Cambridge. Her current research is on early modern scribal culture, 
especially the manuscripts written by the scribe Ralph Crane. | Hannah brooks-
motl is the author of the poetry collections The New Years (2014) and M (2015). She 
lives in Chicago, where she is currently collaborating on a series of dance and language 
projects that explore modernist poetry and the movement philosophy of Isadora Duncan. 
| vahni Capildeo’s seven publications include Utter (Peepal Tree, 2013), Simple 
Complex Shapes (Shearsman, 2015), and Measures of Expatriation (Carcanet, 2016) 
(Forward Poetry Prize, Best Collection; T.S. Eliot Prize shortlist). She is a contributing 
adviser for Blackbox Manifold and writes a regular report for PN Review. | ken 
cockburN & ALEX FINLAY Ken Cockburn is a poet, translator, editor and 
writing tutor. Alec Finlay is a poet, artist and publisher. They both live in Edinburgh. As 
well as working independently, they have collaborated on books, events, exhibitions and 
public art projects. For Out of Books they visited sites associated with Boswell and 
Johnson’s 1773 tour to the Hebrides, focusing on the books they read, referred to, quoted 
from and critiqued as they travelled. http://out-of-books-blog.blogspot.co.uk | jessE 
drury is—very bigly—the definition of the American success story, continually 
setting the standards of excellence while expanding his interests in food, shelter, and 
clothing. He is a graduate of the Wharton School of Finance Online. An accomplished 
author, Mr. Drury has authored over fifteen unmarketable poems. In 2016, he was 
overwritten by  The Art of the Deal, one of the most successful fascist books of all time. | 
ROWAN EVANS is the author of returnsongs (Wide Range, 2012), freak red 
(Projective Industries, 2015) and ODE RHIZOME MOUNTAIN SONG (Moot Press, 2016). 
He received an Eric Gregory Award in 2015 and is co-editor of Moot Press. Rowan 
composes music for theatre, performance and installation and is artistic co-director of Fen, 
an interdisciplinary performance collaboration based in Bristol. | raymond geuss 
retired from his post of Professor of Philosophy at Cambridge in January 2013. His The 
Opposite of Common Sense will appear with Harvard University Press in 2017. | peter 
gizzi  ’s most recent book is Archeophonics (Wesleyan, 2016) which was a finalist for the 
2016 National Book Award. In 2011 and 2015-16 he was the Judith E. Wilson Visiting 
Fellow in Poetry at the University of Cambridge. | alex houen is author of the 
poetry chapbook Rouge States (Oystercatcher, 2014), and co-author (with Geoff Gilbert) 
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of another chapbook, Hold! West (Eyewear, 2016). Eyewear Press will publish his first full-
length collection in 2017. His poetry has appeared in Best New British and Irish Poets 
2016 (Eyewear) and various magazines, including The Wolf, Cordite, Poetry London, PN 
Review, Fortnightly Review, Molly Bloom, and Shearsman Magazine. He is co-editor of 
the online poetry magazine Blackbox Manifold and teaches modern literature in the 
Faculty of English, University of Cambridge. | susan howe  is the recipient of the 
Robert Frost Medal from the Poetry Society of America in 2017, and of the Bollingen 
Prize in 2011 for her collection of poems That This. Her earlier critical study, My Emily 
Dickinson, was re-issued in 2007. Most recently her selected essays The Quarry was 
published in 2015, and a new collection of poems Debths is due in Spring 2017, both from 
New Directions. | tala jarjour has a forthcoming book on Syriac chant in 
Aleppo. | robert kiely is a writer living in Hong Kong. This is an extract from 
Inoculation. His How to Read and Killing the Cop in Your Head are out in early 2017.  | 
david larsen is a U. S. poet and scholar of Classical Arabic texts. He studied 
Comparative Literature at U. C. Berkeley, and teaches in the Liberal Studies program of 
NYU. His translation of the Names of the Lion of Ibn Khālawayh (d. 980 or 981) is out 
this year in a revised edition from Wave Books. | drew milne is the Judith E 
Wilson Lecturer in Drama and Poetry, Faculty of English, University of Cambridge. His 
collected poems, In Darkest Capital, is forthcoming from Carcanet in 2017. | eileen 
myles's Chelsea Girls & selected I Must Be Living Twice just got released in the UK 
with Serpents Tail. Afterglow (a dog memoir) comes out Sept 2017 from Grove Press. She 
lives in NY & Marfa TX. | nathaniel mackey is the author of six books of 
poetry, the most recent of which is Blue Fasa (New Directions, 2015); an ongoing prose 
work, From a Broken Bottle Traces of Perfume Still Emanate, whose fifth volume, Late 
Arcade, is just out from New Directions; and two books of criticism, the most recent of 
which is Paracritical Hinge: Essays, Talks, Notes, Interviews (University of Wisconsin 
Press, 2005).  Strick: Song of the Andoumboulou 16-25, a compact disc recording of poems 
read with musical accompaniment (Royal Hartigan, percussion; Hafez Modirzadeh, reeds 
and flutes), was released in 1995 by Spoken Engine Company.  He is the editor of the 
literary magazine Hambone and coeditor, with Art Lange, of the anthology Moment's 
Notice: Jazz in Poetry and Prose (Coffee House Press, 1993).  His awards and honors 
include the National Book Award for poetry, the Stephen Henderson Award from the 
African American Literature and Culture Society, a Guggenheim Fellowship, the Ruth 
Lilly Poetry Prize from the Poetry Foundation and the Bollingen Prize for American 
Poetry.  He is the Reynolds Price Professor of English at Duke University. | j.h. 
prynne is a life fellow of Caius College Cambridge and the author of many collections 
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of poetry including, most recently, Al-Dente (Face Press, 2014) and Each to Each 
(Equipage, 2017). He is also currently Honorary Professor of English at the University of 
Sussex and Visiting Professor at Sun Yat-sen University, PR China. Other recent 
publications include a newly expanded version of his Poems (Bloodaxe Books, 2015) and 
an unaltered reprint of the 1969 text of The White Stones (New York Review of Books, 
2016). | luke roberts is the author of several chapbooks, including Left Helicon 
(Equipage, 2014) and Keep All Your Friends (Materials, 2014). His critical book, Barry 
MacSweeney and the Politics of Post-War British Poetry, will appear in 2017 through 
Palgrave. In 2009-2010 he held the Harper-Wood Studentship for Poetry at the University 
of Cambridge. He works as Lecturer in Modern Poetry at King’s College London. | 
john saul recently contributed to Best British Short Stories 2016 (Salt Publishing), 
and had work shortlisted for the international 2015 Seán Ó Faoláin prize for fiction. 
Appearing widely in magazine form, his short fiction has been published in four collections 
(three at Salt). He has a website at www.johnsaul.co.uk | mika seifert is a concert 
violinist and writer whose short stories have been published in the Antioch Review, 
Southern Review, Chicago Review, London Magazine, and elsewhere. In 2013, he was 
appointed first concertmaster of the Northeast German Symphony Orchestra. | 
stephen rodefer was born in 1940 in Bellaire, Ohio. He wrote many notable 
books of poetry, including Villon (1976), Four Lectures (1982), Emergency Measures (1987), 
Passing Duration (1991), Mon Canard (2000) and Left Under a Cloud (2000). He taught 
writing at the University of New Mexico, lectured at San Francisco State University and 
the University of California at San Diego, and held fellowships at the University of 
Cambridge. His selected poems, Call it Thought, was published in 2008, and a special issue 
of Chicago Review followed in 2009. He died in Paris in 2015. | cole swensen 
(www.coleswensen.com) is the author of 16 volumes of poetry and one of critical prose. 
Awarded the Iowa Poetry Prize, the S.F. State Poetry Center Book Award, and the 
National Poetry Series, she is also a translator of contemporary French poetry and the 
editor of La Presse. She teaches at Brown University. | eley williams is co-editor 
of fiction at 3:AM Magazine. Forthcoming work includes a pamphlet of poetry Frit (Sad 
Press, 2016) and collection of prose Attrib. and other stories (Influx Press, 2017).

———
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